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December 2018 

 

Teaching is a very noble profession that shapes the character, caliber, and fu-
ture of an individual. If the people remember me as a good teacher, that will 
be the biggest honour for me.        - A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

 

 

It is hard to believe that we are close to half of the school year being finished. Times seems to 

fly by with all the daily activities of a school day. Every day is different in some way with new 

successes and challenges. The recent early snow storm reminds us that Iowa winters are so 

unpredictable. The students have loved outdoor recess this week!! 

 

One of the many things I love about our small school is the commitment to help our students 

succeed. We have seen a curriculum need based on data that some of our students need addi-

tional support in the area of math and number sense. Mrs. Hennings started an after school 

support hour on Tuesday and Thursday of each week called, “Bomber Hour”.  This time is 

used to reinforce math skills and support homework completion. We are in our first few 

weeks of this support system with 6-8 students participating on a regular basis. Also, the Ben-

nett CSD School Board approved the hiring of a part-time teacher as a Title I math instruc-

tor. Juli Miller has joined our staff two days per week to help support students who have been 

identified as in need of additional math support. Mrs. Miller will be sending home parent ap-

proval requests if their student is identified as being in need of additional math supports. 

Please introduce yourself to Juli Miller if you get a chance. She is sharing space in the current 

resource room across from the cafeteria. Another addition to our staff in the kindergarten 

room is Nicole Arians who is a para-educator for a new student to our district. We welcome 

both Juli and Nicole to the Bennett staff! 

 

Lastly, a couple of things to share with you are state and federal requirements in education. 

The Every Student Succeeds Act(ESSA) will release federal guideline information in early 

December identifying schools needing comprehensive support or targeted support designa-

tions. I will keep all informed when this information is released and what it means for Ben-

nett CSD. At the state level a new state assessment will be administered in late spring called 

Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP). This will be the first year for imple-

mentation of this state assessment(previously called Iowa Assessments or Iowa Basic Skills) so 

it will act as a baseline of information to set future benchmarks per grade level. 
 

Please be reminded of our Holiday Program for PK-6 grades. It will be on December 10, 2018 

at 6:30pm. We hope you can join us at this great event. 
 

“Excellence is a continuous process and not an accident” 

                                                                                         - A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

 

Have a great holiday season, 
 

Mr. Larson   
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                                                     Ms. Vyncke  1-3 Science and Math 

What an exciting year this has been so far working with multiple grade levels and with 
two of my favorite subjects.  I am really enjoying getting to know so many students at 
different progressions in their learning. 

 

1st Grade Science 

We have just finished a kit, “Plants and Animals.”  I think the students were really disap-
pointed that we were not getting a zoo for real.  We did look at and care for some sow 
bugs and observed insects outdoors (and indoors).  We learned a little bit about animal 
behavior and how parents take care of their young.  We did a lot with plants.  We 
planted seeds, cuttings (stems), nodes (potatoes), roots, and bulbs.  Everything grew 
like “crazy.”  We also did a lot of work with habitats.  We learned about different habi-
tats and the plants and animals that have adapted to live them. 

 

1st Grade Math 

Addition and subtraction have been our main focus so far this year.  We have done a lot 
with strategies such as using doubles, counting on and back, and adding in any order.  
Fluency has us working efficiently and accurately with our computations.  We are really 
good at solving word problems.  Use of a Part-Part-Whole chart helps us set up the 
problem correctly.  We have also been playing lots of fun games to build our number 
sense so that we can become great mathematicians. 

 

2nd Grade Science 

“I liked the science book.” – Emmony 

“I liked the bugs because they were fun”. – Lexi 

“The best part was when I learned pollen comes from inside a flower.” – Levi 

“My favorite was the meal worms.” – Daelyn 

“I liked seeing the meal worms grow.” – Morgan 

“My favorite thing was the meal worms.” – Lucy 

 

            Continued 
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2nd Grade Math 

“I liked using the addition strategies “compensation” and “break apart.” – Ava 

“I liked the strategy “compensation” the best for adding”. – Emmony 

“Using “compensation” was fun.” – Lexi 

“The best part was when I learned what “compensation” is.” – Levi 

“I liked “compensation” the best.” – Daelyn 

“I liked using the “arrow way” to solve addition.” – Morgan 

“My favorite addition strategy is “break apart (arrow way).” – Lucy 

“I liked playing Bump -1, Bump +1, and Bump make 10.” – Emma 

“I liked using the “open number line” to solve addition.” - Donald 

 

3rd Grade Science  

“I liked the carts we made.” – Sophia 

“I loved when we built the carts and measured their distance traveled.” – Gabriel 

“I liked when we had to make the carts.” – Kilee 

“I liked when we mixed stuff.” - Gracie 

 
3rd Grade Math 

“I like to count by fives and ones.”  - Gracie 

“I loved learning to count by sevens.” – Kilee 

“I loved when we learned multiplication.” – Gabriel 

“I liked counting by eights.”-Sophia 
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Mrs. Storjohann 4-6 ELA 

My new teaching duties this year include reading, grammar, spelling, and writing for 
grades 4-6. I have the advantage of having had most of the students when they were 
in second grade, and the second graders that I was supposed to have just need to 
wait two more years. 

 

My biggest goal this year is to have students enjoy reading. For some, it is already 
happening. I have also received some good news from parents that books are on 
their children’s Christmas lists!!!!! Our first read aloud book was Ellie’s Story by W. 
Bruce Cameron. This book was chosen by Iowa students as the winner of the Chil-
dren’s Choice Book contest last year. This same author also wrote Max’s Story, Bai-
ley’s Story, Molly’s Story, and the newly released Shelby’s Story. Thank you parents 
who have purchased these books for your children.  It is exciting to see them want 
to have their own copies or follow along as I read. 

 

Instead of the traditional book reports, we have been writing in our response jour-
nals. We write down information as we read about characters, setting, questions we 
have, interesting events, and our feelings. The fourth graders read a chapter book of 
their choice. The fifth and sixth graders are reading books from the twenty children’s 
choice books for this year’s contest. If a student reads two books, then he/she may 
vote in February for a new winner. I read all twenty books over the summer. Some of 
the books were so good that I read the whole day until I was finished. 

We also learn new grammar and spelling skills to use in our writing. We use our 
computers and through the Google Classroom program submit our assignments. The 
classes have written journal entries, friendly letters, e-mails, and editorials. They 
have also made advertisements and slide show presentations on the history of 
candy. 
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Classroom News Volume 39 Issue 4 

Ms. Bruno 
 

Title  I Reading 

 We started off the year with the FastBridge Reading Assessment.  This is a key indi-
cator of the selection process for the Title I services.  This year in Title I we have some 
changes with departmentalization.  Title I will be used during student Multi-Tiered System 
of Support, or MTSS.  I am still completely happy with our 95% curriculum, and find that 
students are retaining the information very well.   I will be attending more Universal Train-
ing classes throughout the year. 

 The Inland Firefighters Ham Dinner fundraiser was a success for our Books for Ben-
nett Program.  We raised over $300.00 to purchase books for our students!  I am so grate-
ful for our wonderful support from our community.  I am so excited to buy our students 
books to take home. 

 Our Title students continue to work very hard, and I am always proud of their effort 
in my classroom.  I have a fantastic group of students! 

 

Talented and Gifted 

 Students in our TAG class are served with a general pull out program,  and an ex-
tended reading or math curriculum based on student need.  Students are identified based 
on scores of the Iowa Assessments, NWEA MAP Assessments, and FastBridge Assessments.  
The ELP programs are designed to accelerate students in their area of strength.  These 
classes meet 2 to 3 times a week.  Students in general TAG meet once a week.  We are cur-
rently working on Scratch software developed from MIT.  The Scratch software program 
will be used in connection with our Makey Makey’s.  Mrs. Hennings has introduced our 
students to these exciting new circuit boards/controllers and gives the students a whole 
new world with technology.  We will be working on this throughout January. 

 Select students in grades 3rd-6th attended the David R Collins Children’s Literature 
Festival in October.  At the Festival students learned about the writing process and how to 
publish books.  We heard so many wonderful authors speak this year!  This festival is al-
ways an enjoyable experience. 
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Physical Fitness testing just wrapped up!! We will be working all winter to improve 
our scores and to become healthier!  During these cold winter months we are iso-
lated to the gym and will be playing games such as hockey, ultimate soccer and bat-
tleship with grades 3-6.  Grades 3-6 have played a new game called Alfonso Ball and 
seem to really like it.  With grades K-2 we will be working on movements with body 
control and just started our tumbling unit!  We recently had the opportunity to go 
upstairs in the old high school library and practice our putting on the carpet.  Our 
next unit will be bowling where the upper grade students are going to learn how to 
keep score.  I look forward to tumbling and new games to test the students in differ-
ent ways! 

 -Mr. Strub    

LET’S GET PHYSICAL!!!!!!!!!! 
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Holiday Meal 

December 18, 2018 

 

Menu:  Ham, Mashed Potatoes, 

Corn, Applesauce, Peaches, Des-

sert, Milk 

 

Adults:  $3.65  Children:  $2.75 

Purchase meal tickets in the front 

office. 

 

Join us for our Winter Music 

Program!!! 

December 10th @ 6:30 

Bennett School Gymnasium 

 

Santa’s Workshop 

December 13th 

EARLY
 O

UT  

DECEMBER   2
1ST 

Winter 

break 

December 

22-January 

2nd 
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The Bennett Pilots is proud to offer Santa’s Workshop again this year! This 
event is one of our most exciting and fun events! Santa’s Workshop allows our 
Bennett students (Pre-K thru 6) to shop for all their family members and even 
pets too! We have a wide arrange of items for all family members that range 
from $1 to $5. We have a large amount of Elves available to help wrap each and 
every special gift! It is so fun to see their faces when they are shopping for that 
perfect gift for their loved one! The children love to take their gifts home & put 
them under the Christmas tree! This year Santa’s Workshop will be on Thurs-
day, December 13th. You will see a white envelope come home with your child a 
few days before Santa’s Workshop. You fill out the people (and pets) your child 
will be shopping for and place either cash or a blank check made out to “ PI-
LOTS” inside the envelope and seal it up. We will make sure you get your 
change back or a note with how much your check was made out for. Thank you 
for giving us the opportunity to make everyone’s holiday a little brighter and al-
lowing your child to shop for their loved ones! 

      Bennett Pilots 
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UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

PROCEEDINGS OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

NOVEMBER 12, 2018 

 

The Bennett Board of Education met for its regular monthly 
meeting on Monday, November 12, 2018 in the staff work 
room of the Bennett Community School, Bennett, IA.  Vice-
President Lisa Syring called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  
Directors Lisa Syring, Jeremiah Costello, and Greg Reynolds 
answered roll call and a quorum was declared.  Directors 
Danielle Pratt and Ross Kleppe were absent.  Also present 
were Superintendent/Principal David Larson, Board Secretary 
Lonna Moeller and Bob Dohmen. 

 

Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the agenda.  Motion carried 3/0. 

 

The mission statement was read. 

 

Staff/Student Forum:  None 

 

Public Forum:  Bob Dohmen, Operations/Maintenance Man-
ager, addressed the board regarding the 2nd story roof pro-
ject.  Bids were discussed and questions answered. 

 

Superintendent/Principal Report, Mr. Larson reported that 
parent-teacher conferences had about an 82% attendance 
rate, new format seemed to work well; technology audit was 
conducted by the AEA and some settings were changed and 
recommendations made; interviews conducted and contract 
offered for Title I math teacher; new kindergarten student 
starting next week, will need to hire para; Veterans Day pro-
gram went well with approximately 20 Veterans in atten-
dance. 

 

General Business of the Board:   

8a:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve the minutes from October 8, claims totaling 
$35,022.11 and October financials.  Motion carried 3/0.     

8b:  A review was done of board policies 502.1-502.13.  Di-
rector Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve all policies as read, with the exception of policy 
502.13 which needs some minor wording changes in second 
paragraph.  Motion carried 3/0.    

8c:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello 
to approve the open enrollment request of Cameron Ruggiero 
from Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion 
carried 3/0. 

Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve the open enrollment request of Kaylee Junker from 

Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion car-
ried 3/0. 

Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the open enrollment request of Jasmine Ruggiero 
from Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion 
carried 3/0. 

Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve the open enrollment request of Katie Petersen from 
Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion car-
ried 3/0. 

Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the open enrollment request of Sophia Roberts from 
Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion car-
ried 3/0. 

Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve the open enrollment request of MeKayla Goacher 
from Tipton to Bennett for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion 
carried 3/0. 

8d:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello 
to approve the request to the SBRC on December 11, 2018, 
for the modified supplemental amount of $108,584 for FY18 
ISL.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8e:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve the request for the modified supplemental amount 
of $138,612.40 for increased enrollment from fall 2017 to fall 
2018.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8f:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve up to $2,500 to be spent on new drinking foun-
tains with bottle filling stations.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8g:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve long term sub pay, beginning on the 11th consecu-
tive day, at $125 per day, per board policy 410.1.  Motion 
carried 3/0. 

8h:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello 
to approve the resolution of intent for ISL FY19.  Motion car-
ried 3/0.   

8i:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve offering a 40% contract to Julianne Miller for Title 
1 math, pending license renewal.  Motion carried 3/0. 

 

Announcements/Discussion:  discussion was held on re-
newing the whole grade sharing agreement with Durant; De-
cember meeting will be an earlier start time due to winter 
program; EMC will be coming to do air quality test; possible 
abatement will be needed in crawl space under west wing.   

 

Correspondence:  board members present signed letter of 
assurance that ISL authority will be used for intended pur-
poses. 

 

Adjournment: Director Costello moved, seconded by Direc-
tor Reynolds to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.  Motion car-
ried 3/0. 
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BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

PROCEEDINGS OF SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

NOVEMBER 20, 2018 

 

The Bennett Board of Education met for a special meeting on Tuesday, November 20, 
2018, in the superintendent’s office of the Bennett Community School, Bennett, IA.  
President Danielle Pratt called the meeting to order at 3:45 PM.  Directors Danielle 
Pratt, Greg Reynolds, and Lisa Syring (by phone) were present and a quorum was de-
clared.  Director Jeremiah Costello (by phone) joined the meeting at 3:47 PM.  Director 
Ross Kleppe was absent.  Also present were Superintendent/Principal David Larson and 
Board Secretary Lonna Moeller. 

 

Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to approve the agenda.  Motion 
carried 3/0. 

 

Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to approve offering a contract to 
Nicole Arians as a paraprofessional.  Motion carried 4/0. 

 

Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Syring to adjourn the meeting at 3:48 
PM.  Motion carried 4/0  
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    BENNETT LEGION 

         TACO NIGHT 

   WEDNESDAY’S 5-8pm 

 
  (No Taco Night on December  

        26th or January 2nd) 

 

 
 

 

      

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

There’s Snow-place Like Bennett! 

Holiday Walk  Wednesday Dec. 12 

Starts at 5:30pm 

 

Visit with Santa 6-7pm @ the Legion 

 

Taco Meal, Cookie Sale, & Lots More! 

 

 

HACAP Mobile Food Pantry 

3-4PM December 11, 2018     

Bennett Ambulance Building 

5-6:30pm Peace Church 


