
Page 1 

 

 

Bennett Community School 

300 Cedar Street 

Bennett, IA  52721 

March 2019 

Volume 39, Issue 7 

Academics + Activities = Excellence in Education 



Page 2 

 

 

V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  7  B E N N E T T  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L   

District Point of View 

Bennett CSD 

March 2019 

 

“We may have bad weather in Ireland (IOWA), but the sun shines in the hearts of the 
people and that keeps us all warm.” - Marianne Williamson  (Larson revised) 

                                                                 
The past month has been a fury of different weather events in Iowa that has tried the patience 
of many of us. I want to personally thank everyone for your flexibility with the no school days, 
late starts and early outs to safeguard our students, drivers and staff members who have to 
travel our rural roads. I work with two other school districts when making a call on school 
schedules because of transportation needs. I will always try to make these calls in a timely 
manner and with an error on the safe side. 
 

If and when spring arrives in Iowa there are a few things to make you aware of. A new school 
calendar has been sent home with the last day of school being May 31st with a 12:00pm early 
dismissal. Our 3rd quarter has been moved back by two weeks which results in our Par-
ent/Teacher Conferences being moved also. Based on a parent needs survey for these confer-
ences, the majority of parents have requested that March 28 and April 4th be available to meet 
with teachers. Preschool and kindergarten will have scheduled times to meet with parents 
while students in grades 1-6 will have all teachers available in the gym on these evenings.  A 
Scholastic Book Fair will run from March 26 -April 4 and will be open during the Parent/Teacher 
Conference time periods and during Family Literacy Night( March 26). Please visit the Book 
Fair to get some great reading material in our students’ hands! 
 

As I shared with you last month, the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP) 
is replacing the Iowa Assessments/Iowa Basic Skills of the past. This is the first year that this 
test is being administered to Iowa students in grades 3-12. Bennett CSD will administer these 
tests on computers and they are not timed.  We plan to administer these assessments starting 
on March 19th(Tuesday) through March 22nd(Friday). We will use the following week to com-
plete these assessments or work with students who were absent the previous week. Please try 
to refrain from appointments for students that week if possible, plus a good night of sleep and 
complete breakfast is very helpful to prepare students to be at their best.    
 

I hope that the Iowa spring is just around the corner and you find the warmth in your heart to 
care for yourself and others! 

 

“Bad weather always looks worse through a window.”   - Tom Lehrer 

 

Make it a great day!!  - Mr. Larson 
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From Mrs. Storjohann’s room…. 

4-6 ELA Newsletter 

We have had lots of opportunities to read independently at home in January and 
February with all the snow days! We continue to record pages read on our calendars 
with the goal of completing at least a book a month in 4th grade and a book every other 
week in 5th and 6th grades. 

 In 4th grade our focus in the past unit was on author’s purpose. We needed to de-
cide if the author was trying to inform, entertain, or persuade us. We read our main se-
lection finding information in the text to record on our graphic organizers. 

 In 5th grade we studied drawing conclusions. We found information in our story 
to support any guesses or conclusions we could reach. Sometimes we didn’t always 
agree because we interpreted the information differently. We also worked on distin-
guishing between fact and opinion in stories. 

 In 6th grade we discussed characters, setting, and plot. It was pretty simple find-
ing the characters and the setting, although we had to remember that the setting in-
cluded not only where the story took place but also when. We also worked on drawing 
conclusions, finding evidence from the story to support our answer. 

 In grammar we focused on verbs. We talked about action verbs and verb tenses. 
We also had to make sure that the subject of the sentence agreed with the verb, so we 
couldn’t say “They likes to read.”  We have also worked with writing dialogue correctly. 

 In writing we discussed character sketches and dialogue. We are also working on 
editing our stories to make our writing clearer to the reader. 

 In January and February we did FAST and NWEA testing. We will be sharing those 
results with parents at conferences. Hopefully we will see lots of growth from fall to 
winter. 
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1st – 3rd Grade Math and Science 

1st Grade Math 

We have been learning and practicing counting to 120 by ones and tens using base 10 blocks 

and quick sketches to help us see the ones and tens in numbers.  This is giving us a great base 

for learning place value and how to add larger numbers in the future.  Lately, we have been do-

ing a lot of work with comparing numbers using greater than, less than, and equal to.  We are 

learning to use symbols to do this.  Those greater than and less than signs are really tricky be-

cause they look so much the same.  So we are picturing them as fish.  The fish like to eat the 

big numbers.  Our knowledge of using quick sketches to see the ones and tens in numbers also 

help us compare our numbers because we can see which numbers are greater and less. 

1st Grade Science 

We began our second module by exploring air using parachutes, syringes, tube and bottle sys-

tems, and balloon rockets.  It was so exciting.  We learned that air is all around us, it takes up 

space, it can move things, and can be squeezed into small spaces to cause pressure and resis-

tance.  We learned how to make and record weather observations by looking at clouds and tak-

ing temperatures.  There are 3 main types of clouds – cirrus- high in the sky usually signaling a 

change, stratus- low covering clouds that bring precipitation, and cumulus- big puffy clouds 

that mean fair weather.  We studied wind direction using bubbles and a wind vane, and wind 

speed using pinwheels and anemometers.  Wind direction and wind speed are important to 

know in order to be successful at flying a kite.  We are currently studying objects in the sky 

that change – the Sun and the Moon.  The moon goes through several shape changes within a 

28 day period.  We have learned that the Sun’s position in the sky affects daylight and seasons, 

but the sun does not move.  Earth does!  We have also learned that the Sun is the closest star to 

Earth. 

2nd Grade Math 

I learned how to do a quick sketch of base ten blocks to help me with math.  I like it.  – Donald 

I learned that we have 24 math strategies.  –Levi 

I like to regroup.  –Lexi 

I like addition using “break apart.”  -Emma 

I like doing place value and using base ten blocks.  –Morgan 

I like doing compensation as a strategy.  –Lucy 

 

Math & Science from Ms. Vynke 



Page 5 

 

 

C L A S S RO O M  N E W S        V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  7  

2nd Grade Science 

I learned how to shake a vial to separate soil into its different parts.  –Donald 

I learned how to make a bead out of clay.  –Levi 

I like to make new things.  – Lexi 

I liked working with clay.  –Emma 

I liked to do the math and make clay beads in Science.  –Morgan 

I love making clay beads and sand sculptures.  –Lucy 

I liked making things with clay.  –Daelyn 

I liked sorting the rocks.  –Donavan 

3rd Grade Math 

I liked learning how to round.  –Kilee 

I like when we do Daily Math. –Cody 

I like rounding.  –Sophia 

I liked learning about rounding.  –Gabriel 

3rd Grade Science 

I learned how to make a waterwheel.  –Gracie 

I liked learning about waterwheels.  –Kilee 

I liked when we learned about waterwheels.  –Cody 

I like waterwheels.  -Sophia 

Continued... 

Bennett Elementary Pre-

school 

Now enrolling for the 2019-

2020 school year! 

Three and Four Year-olds 
 

Please call the school at  

563-890-2228 

 

Bennett Kindergarten 

Roundup 

April 9th.  Please call for 

more information. 

 563-890-2228. 
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We will be starting Jump Rope for Heart February 19th and the event will run 
through March 6th!  Packets have been sent home.  Grades 3-6 in physical educa-
tion are going to be playing team games such as team handball, pillow polo and 
battleship.  We have also had the opportunity to do some teamwork games as 
well!   Grades K-2 will be working on body movements and body control in our 
tumbling unit and hand eye coordination with some lead-up games to hockey and 
pillow polo.  I am looking forward to helping your student stay active even in the 
colder months of the year.  Towards the end of the year when the weather is nice 
and we are able to get outside we will play games such as soccer, kickball, whiffle 
ball, softball and many more! I am looking forward to be able to get back outside!!  
- Mr. Strub     

 

PE NEWS 

FROM THE LIBRARY….. 

February 25-March 3 we celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by each class reading Dr. Seuss 

books.  While the children were reading aloud I treated them to goldfish crackers in 

keeping with the book One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. 

 

March 26-April 4 will be the spring book fair.  I will have the fair open March 26th dur-

ing Family Literacy Night, 7:40-8:00am every morning, during your children’s library 

times, and also I will be here the evening of March 28th and April 4th for your conven-

ience.  I can also be available other times if you need. 

Bennett School uses the proceeds from all book fairs to buy new books for the library so 

please stop by and shop!  We are in the process of pulling outdated and damaged books 

and need to replenish with new. 

 

Mrs. Horstmann 

 

 



Page 7 

 

 

V O LU M E  3 9  I S S U E  7  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

Title I 
After our midyear assessment, certain groups of students will be rearranged to meet 
the needs of the students based on their different skill levels. The students are making 
excellent progress this year, and working incredibly hard. The 95% Group Program is 
helping the students tremendously and I am so very impressed with it.  The staff and I 
have been working extra hard at helping all our students meet their reading goals for 
our assessments. 
 
TAG 
Students in our TAG program have been working on coding with Scratch and Bee Bot 
Robots.  I am so impressed with how hard they all have worked on these projects. They 
have also been working hard on all the projects to use our Makey-Makey’s.  The stu-
dents in Bennett are obsessed with the Rubik’s Cube, again for the second year! Mrs. 
Hennings and I are hoping to take group of students to a local Rubik’s Cube tournament 
in April. I am excited to see what they do! Bennett STEAM will also be AMAZING this 
year! I cannot wait to share that information in my next newsletter… Stay tuned!!!! 
Ms. Bruno 

 

Title 1 and TAG with Ms. Bruno 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mar. 11:  7:00pm School Board Mtg. 

Mar. 22:  End of 3rd Quarter 

Mar. 25:  No School-Teacher Planning Day 

Mar. 26:  Family Literacy Night 

Mar. 28:  P/T Conferences 

Mar. 26-April 4: Scholastic Book Fair 

Apr. 4:  P/T Conferences 
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UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

 

BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

PROCEEDINGS OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2019 

 

 

The Bennett Board of Education met for its regular monthly meet-
ing on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 in the staff work room of 
the Bennett Community School, Bennett, IA.  President Danielle 
Pratt called the meeting to order at 7:20 PM.  Directors Danielle 
Pratt, Jeremiah Costello, and Greg Reynolds answered roll call 
and a quorum was declared.  Directors Lisa Syring and Ross 
Kleppe were absent.  Also present were Superintendent/Principal 
David Larson, Board Secretary Lonna Moeller, Bobbi Havill, and 
Deb Storjohann. 

 

Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to ap-
prove the agenda.  Motion carried 3/0. 

 

The mission statement was read. 

 

Staff/Student Forum:  Deb Storjohann presented the initial pro-
posal from the BEA for salary negotiations.   

 

Public Forum: None 

 

Superintendent’s/Principal’s Report, Mr. Larson reported that 
tension cables were put on bus tires for better traction on gravel 
roads; will be attending ISFLC conference in Des Moines to assist 
in developing emergency plan; discussion to lengthen third quar-
ter because of missed days, this would move parent-teacher con-
ferences and planning day to later in the calendar; PPEL resolu-
tion unofficial results were 44 yes and 11 no, thank you to all who 
supported the school in this election. 

 

General Business of the Board:   

8a:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the minutes from January 14, claims totaling 
$364,326.07 and January financials.  Motion carried 3/0.     

8b:  A review was done of board policies 507.0-508.4.   Director 
Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to approve all 
policies as read.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8c:  A review was done of the following board policies with the 
following motions made to approve changes as recommended:  
(all motions unanimous unless noted otherwise.) 

Policy 406.1 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds.   

Policy 406.2 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds.  

Policy 406.3 Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello.   

Policy 406.4 Director Costello moved, seconded by  

Director Reynolds.   

Policy 406.6 Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello.   

Policy 407.6 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to table.   

Policy 410.1 Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello.   

Policy 412.4 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds.   

Policy 706.2 Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello.   

Policy 201 Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello.  

Policy 202.3 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds.   

Policy 407.4 Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to table. 

8o:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the open enrollment request of Frederick Swihart III from 
Bennett to Durant for the 2019-2020 school year.  Motion carried 
3/0. 

Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director Costello to ap-
prove the open enrollment request of Langstyn Schroeder from 
Bennett to Durant for the 2019-2020 school year.  Motion carried 
3/0. 

Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to ap-
prove the open enrollment request of Tayte Schroeder from Ben-
nett to Durant for the 2019-2020 school year.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8p:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve the following technology purchases as presented:  laptop 
for Moeller, screen replacement for Hein, one of each of the 
headphone options to assess quality, three additional student 
Chromebooks, Chromebook licenses, and to table the purchase 
of iPad charging station.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8q:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
table the approval of the money market resolution and to check 
into other markets.  Motion carried 3/0. 

8r:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Reynolds to 
approve the part-time special education contract offered to Karen 
Mackey.  Motion carried 3/0. 

 

Announcements/Discussion:  discussion was held on how to 
adjust the district calendar because 11 full days were missed due 
to weather along with additional hours missed because of early 
outs and late starts.  The third quarter will be adjusted and addi-
tional days will be added on to the end of the year with the last 
student day currently scheduled for May 31.  This may be subject 
to change if any additional days are missed.   

 

Correspondence:  None 

 

Adjournment: Director Costello moved, seconded by Director 
Reynolds to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 PM.  Motion carried 3/0. 
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     BENNETT LEGION 

         TACO NIGHT 

   WEDNESDAY’S 5-8pm 
 

  

      

 
 

 
 

 

  
  

  

 

HACAP Mobile Food Pantry 

3-4PM March 12, 2019  

Bennett Ambulance Building 

Extras @ Peace Church 

5:00-6:30pm 

Questions call Peace Church at 

563-893-2565 

Bennett Community Club St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 

When:  March 17 

Where:  Bennett Legion 

Times:  11-3 

Price:  $10 for adult meal, $5 for kids meal. 

Serving corned beef, cabbage, and potatoes.  Kids meal is hotdog, chips, and 
drink. 


