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District Point of View 

June 2019 

 

“Every new beginning comes from some others’ beginning's end”. 

                                                                    -Seneca 

 

Last night was an awesome night! The spring concert at Bennett Elementary was 
a hit with the band performance, musical performance and student perform-
ances. As a thank you for my eight years of service to Bennett Community 
School District, I had all present and past staff, board members and students 
stand to recognize them for their support for our great district. I believe we had 
at least 50% of the people in the Bomber Dome standing that had some type of 
connection to this school district at some point in their life. It was very apparent 
to see that it really does take a village to support, operate and maintain one of 
the smallest school districts in the area.   
 

I would like to welcome two new administrators to the Bennett Community 
School District. Lonnie Luepker will become the acting superintendent starting 
July 1st. Lonnie is the current superintendent at Calamus-Wheatland CSD and 
will share his superintendency in a 70/30 agreement with Bennett CSD.  The new 
elementary principal will be Jeremiah Costello starting on August 1st. Jeremiah 
and his wife, Sarah, are current residents of Bennett, along with their children 
Gabriel, Lucy, Amelia, Ruth and Kateri. I feel very confident that these two will 
help lead the Bennett CSD into the future and build upon the system in place. 
 

Another fun-filled event happened last night. Matt Driscoll has taught instrumen-
tal band the past eleven years at Bennett Elementary School. He has given a love 
of music and performance to many students during the course of his time. We 
presented Mr. Driscoll with a hand-painted trombone and case with the motto, 
“Once A Bomber, Always A Bomber!”. Staff and students signed the case for 
good luck in the future. We wish Matt and his family the best on their new jour-
ney to the Carolinas. 
 

This will be my last newsletter article as a Bennett Bomber. I truly appreciate the 
time that I was given here in Bennett. I will miss the people who have impacted 
my heart and soul during the past eight years. Most of all, I will miss the stu-
dents’ smiles, triumphs, challenges and eagerness to learn. 
 

“How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so 

hard.”                                                       -A.A. Milne (Winnie-the-Pooh) 

 

Once A Bomber, Always A Bomber, 

Dave Larson 
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Welcome Summer! 

Encourage your children to draw, sketch and CREATE when they need a break 

from screen time.  Paint some rocks with kindness messages and leave them around 

town, build a sand castle, draw with chalk outside, and look up some origami ideas 

and make them. 

Here is a message about putting some of the artwork your child brought home to 

good use: 

 

Hello Cedar County Art Teachers! 

I wanted to send a promo out for the Cedar county Fair this summer.  There have 

been MANY big changes to Floral Hall this year.  That’s the building where all arts, 

crafts, baking, quilting, wine, and photography are judged and displayed. 

I was hoping you might encourage children to save their art to enter in the fair this 

year.  We even take scrapbooking and items they may have made in 4-H that they are 

not currently going to use in the 4-H building. 

The fair will be July 10-14th and all work for Floral Hall may be brought I on Tues-

day from noon-7 pm. 

There are ribbons, best of show, and monetary awards given out in each category. 

All art mediums are accepted and fall into original or kit categories. 

All work MUST have been made by the student themselves. 

We also have a special needs category. 

Thanks for your time! 

Judy Jenkins 

 

Try new things, stay safe and see you in August! 

Mrs. Meyer 

ART ROOM NEWS 
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Title I Reading 

We are finishing up what seems like the never ending year!  Student testing for Title 1 is rap-
idly taking place.  The students’ scores are looking very good, which means their hard work 
this year is paying off!  I am so proud of all their efforts this year.  Our 95% Program is truly 
helping our students decode unknown words at a very fast pace.  Our students’ reading flu-
ency is also increasing and I am very impressed with this.  Our Tucker program has greatly 
helped our students learn their letters and sounds together this year!  This program helps our 
kinesthetic learners, as well as, our visual and auditory learners, too!  We will have summer 
school again!  I am excited for the students to have the opportunity to continue to strengthen 
their reading skills over the summer.  I am looking forward to the next school year. 

 

TAG 

I am pleased to report our winning Rubik’s Cube team in April  2019!  The Bennett  Bomber’s 
Rubik’s Cube Club won 1st place in the 3X3 Middle School Competition!  Congratulations!!!  
Our Elementary team won 2nd place in both the 3X3 and 2X2 competitions!  They also did in-
credibly well!!!  Mrs. Hennings and I are so proud of all our team members!  In the solo com-
petitions;  Trevor Hennings-3rd place 2X2 Solo D2, Genevieve Stewart-1st  Place 2x2 Solo D2, 
and Tyler Ellithorpe-3rd Place 3X3 Solo D1.  It was a fantastic time and we couldn’t be more 
proud of the dedication year after year.  Our Rubik’s Cube team:  Trevor Hennings, Donovan 
Moomey, Shelby Hennings, Lexi Cochrane, Madison Burmeister, Naomi Schuster, Addyson 
Cochrane, Robert Wiese, Mason Burmeister, Genevieve Stewart, Tara Hennings, Jeremiah 
Hennings, Tyler Ellithorpe, and Gabriel Costello.  Congratulations Team Bennett! 

 

STEAM Night 

Also, our Bennett Steam Night was a complete hit!  We had so many amazing presentations 
this year.  The students worked so incredibly hard on their experiments, it was AWESOME!  I 
hope that next year more of our wonderful community will come out to support this fantastic 
evening!  I want to thank everyone who was involved!  Look to our Bennett Facebook page for 
pictures and all the amazing people who came and supported this event! 

 

Ms. Bruno 

 

Ms. Bruno’s thoughts 
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4-6 ELA 

 Summer will be here when this newsletter is posted. It will be the perfect 
time to encourage students to sit down and read a book. The public library has a 
huge assortment of books to choose from on a variety of topics that will hopefully 
interest your child. We have spent the school year learning and reviewing necessary 
reading skills. Now is the time to practice them. 

Reading a book aloud with your child is also an option. We started the year 
reading aloud Ellie’s Story by W. Bruce Cameron, which was last year’s Iowa Chil-
dren’s Choice winner. Then we read some of his other books including Shelby’s 
Story, Bailey’s Story, and Max’s Story. Now they have movies based on the series. 
The Dog’s Journey will be in theaters. 

 This year’s Iowa Children’s Choice winner is Wish. It was also chosen by the 
Bennett students. The public library has this book along with the other 19 books on 
the Children’s Choice list. I already have the twenty books for next school year that I 
plan to take home and read over the summer. 

 Hopefully you have a favorite book that you remember from your childhood. 
I decided to ask the sixth graders which book they enjoyed during their elementary 
years. Here are their choices:  

Dalton--Shelby’s Story 

Brad—Shelby’s Story 

Adria—Eggs or A Million Ways Home 

Michaella—A Dog’s Purpose 

Alex—Wish 

Kadyn—the “Addy” series 

Xander—Mastermind 
Naomi—Magic Tree House 

FroM Mrs. storJohAnn’s rooM 
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 Kindergarten  News 

 

“ PLAY is often talked 
about as if it were a re-
lief from serious learn-
ing. But for Children 
Play IS serious learning. 
  -Fred Rogers 

We took a field trip to the Chil-
dren’sMuseum in Coralville.  The  
Kindergarten students were so 
well behaved and had a great time 
learning through play.  
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The sky is not the limit 
if you are reaching for 
the stars.  

Bennett 
students 
had so 
much 
fun in 
the “sky”! 

CLASSROOM NEWS VOLUME 39 ISSUE 10 
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Even our bus  
driver had a 
good time 
showing the 
Kindergart-
ners his awe-
some balanc-
ing skills. 

At the end of the day we all had a 
great time.  Who knew “playing”  
would be so much work on our 
mind, body and brains.  Thanks 
Ms.  Bruno for planning this AWE-
SOME trip! 

CLASSROOM NEWS VOLUME 39 ISSUE 10 
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Greetings from Mrs. Havill! 
 

I cannot believe our year has come to an end!  I would like to share what the students in first, 
second, and third grades enjoyed about their year. 

 

First Grade: 
Kolton – I liked Guidance time with Mr. Herman because it is fun! 
Maci – I liked first grade because we get to learn how to learn so when we get older we can 
learn better. 
Sophia – I liked having fun with Mrs. Havill because she is the greatest teacher! 
Kaleb – I liked coloring the best because I really like coloring! 
Mia – I liked Mrs. Havill because she is so nice! 
Jaxson – I liked going to the play “Honk, Jr!” because I like ducks! 
Zaiden – I liked math because it helps you get your skills better, and it is so much fun! 
 

Second Grade: 
Lucy – I liked Polar Express Day because we did art, watched the movie, read the book, and did 
MORE art! 
Donald – I liked doing Xtramath because I like doing lots of math problems, and it’s fun! 
Levi – I liked when we did Legos in Social Studies because I liked building with them. 
Emma – I liked reading about the Superkids because my favorite story is when they go to Hap-
pyland! 
Allison – I liked reading because we have been doing Superkids.  We have been learning differ-
ent ways to make our reading better! 
Donavan – I liked reading because the story “The Wish” was my favorite! 
Morgan – I liked learning about all of the little birds because they were so cute! 
Daelyn – I liked when I researched the Barred Owl because he made a funny sound! 
Lexi – I liked when we had Polar Express Day because we got to do games and fun things! 
 

Third Grade: 
Gabriel – I liked math because math is awesome! 
Gracie – I liked art, library, and music because I like to draw and color, I like to read, and we 
got to watch a movie today! 
Kilee – I liked art because I got to paint, cut stuff out, and make cool crafts! 
Cody – I liked PE because I get tons of exercise! 
Sophia – I liked researching the Titanic because I thought it was interesting and fun! 
 

Have a safe and fun SUMMER!! 

 

Classroom News 

 

Volume 39 Issue 10 
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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

With another school year wrapping up I am thrilled to announce another successful year of 
music making here in Bennett. This year has been wonderful, the students have been delight-
ful and you, the parents, have been so supportive. It has been a full year of music making and I 
cannot wait to for us to get started singing and enjoying music again next year. We recently 
just finished up our spring concert, which was a great success even after such a weird and long 
winter.  There are not a lot of music things happening this summer, but I have already begun 
work for our next program, which will be the winter concert. I hope everyone has a nice sum-
mer full of fun and music! 

 

Yours musically, 
Mr. Johnston 

 

Music news 

CLASSROOM NEWS VOLUME 39 ISSUE 10 

Greetings and Salutations Bennett Bombers: 

As you read this, school will be over and summer will have kids playing outside or battling on 
Fortnite.  I look back over the course of the year and I presented one main topic to each class 
and that was to keep a “growth mindset”.  I believe that the opportunity to grow exists every-
day and in every activity we try.  When we stop trying to grow or improve, our mind becomes 
stagnate and complacent. 

For first, second and third grades, emotional management was discussed and each student 
had the opportunity to use Emotional Monsters to develop different emotions. Each student 
used a coloring worksheet and cutout to create his or her own monster.  In addition each first, 
second and third grader explored his or her occupational coloring book and discussed “what 
he or she wants to be when they grow up”! I am excited to see how each student changes 
from year to year on what jobs or career he or she chooses.  Fourth, fifth and six graders used 
roleplaying and scenarios to explore his or her emotions.  I think for next year, I might use the 
Emotional Monsters worksheets have all students’ color and cutout monsters that way each 
student will have the opportunity to color his or her feelings.  I was excited to use a career as-
sessment for exploring careers with fourth, fifth and sixth graders.  When students utilize an 
online assessment, students receive instant feedback on what interests them or career paths 
might be ahead.  If you have a chance please visit www.123test.com/career-test/ to see how 
you compare with your child. 

Finally, best of luck to the sixth grade class.  It was a pleasure to see your growth and develop-
ment and best of luck on all future endeavors. 

 
Mr. Herman 

http://www.123test.com/career-test/
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UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

 

BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

PROCEEDINGS OF BUDGET AMENDMENT HEAR-
ING/ 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

MAY 13, 2019 

 

The Bennett Board of Education met for a budget 
amendment hearing and its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, May 13, 2019 in the staff work room of the Ben-
nett Community School, Bennett, IA.    President Dan-
ielle Pratt called the budget hearing to order at 6:45 PM.  
President Pratt called the regular meeting to order at 
7:00 PM.  Directors Danielle Pratt, Lisa Syring, Jeremiah 
Costello, and Greg Reynolds answered roll call and a 
quorum was declared.  Director Ross Kleppe was ab-
sent.  Also present were Superintendent/Principal David 
Larson and Board Secretary Lonna Moeller.   

Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Costello to 
approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4/0. 

The mission statement was read. 

Staff/Student Forum:  None 

Public Forum: None 

Superintendent’s/Principal’s Report, Mr. Larson re-
ported that as part of the ESSA requirements, grades 3-6 
will be asked to take a survey; DARE graduation was 
held; looking for a new building to house the DeWitt Part-
nership School; STEAM night was a huge success; 
Teresa held “Bring a Buddy to Breakfast” and 40 people 
attended; possibility of sharing a band teacher with Cala-
mus-Wheatland; celebrated Teacher and Staff Apprecia-
tion week; May 30 is field day and we are looking to rent 
a bouncy house, obstacle course, etc; invited board 
members to join us for the picnic on the last day of 
school. 

General Business of the Board:   

8a:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve the minutes from April 8, 24, and 30, 
claims totaling $31,768.53 and April financials. Motion 
carried 4/0.     

8b: A review was done of board policies 603.5-606.9.  
Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve the policies as read.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8c:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director 
Costello to approve the open enrollment request of 
Kahler Hicks from Bennett to North Scott for the 2019-
2020 school year.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8d:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve the classified/support staff hourly salary 
increases for 2019-2020.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8e:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Sy-
ring to approve the out of pocket cost for health insur-
ance for the head cook.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8f:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve the salary increase for the building/
board secretary for 2019-2020 with family health insur-
ance.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8g:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director 
Costello to approve the bid from Kay Chapman, CPA as 
the district auditor for FY19 and FY20.  Motion carried 
4/0. 

8h:  As there was no public comment, Director Syring 
moved, seconded by Director Costello to approve the 
FY19 amended budget.  All yeahs, Director Kleppe ab-
sent.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8i: Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve summer office hours of 7:30-12:30 from 
June 17-July 26.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8j:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve the sick leave bank language for the 
master contract.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8k:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Sy-
ring to approve the graduate credit loan process for certi-
fied staff with an amendment.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8l:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello to approve the agreement from Technology 
Solutions for support hours for the remainder of FY19 
and for FY20.  Motion carried 4/0.  Director Reynolds 
moved, seconded by Director Syring to pay FY20 sup-
port hours after July 1.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8m:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Sy-
ring to table the approval to purchase staff laptop com-
puters.  Motion carried 4/0. 

8n:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to approve offering a 240-day contract to Jeremiah 
Costello for principal.  Motion carried 3/0.  (Director 
Costello left the meeting during this discussion and vot-
ing.)   

8o:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Rey-
nolds to table the approval of the superintendent sharing 
agreement as it had not been received from Calamus-
Wheatland.  Motion carried 4/0. 

 

Announcements/Discussion:  In observance of school 
board recognition month, Mr. Larson presented each 
board member with a certificate and thanked them for 
their service.  Discussion was held about the school 
sump pump going into the city’s sewer, in process of 
getting this changed. 

 

Correspondence:  None 

 

Adjournment: Director Syring moved, seconded by Di-
rector Reynolds to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.  Mo-
tion carried 4/0.  


