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District Point of View 

B E N N E T T  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

District Point of View 

Bennett CSD 

November 2018 

 

“Great things are done by a series of small things brought together.” 

                                                                                         - Vincent Van Gough 

 

Continuous improvement is the small accomplishments made in trying to reach a goal. 
It involves a team approach around a framework that everyone agrees to attend to in 
reaching that ultimate goal. Improvements are not always a consistent straight line ei-
ther, but usually a winding up and down while twisting and turning path with a series 
of successes and failures. Once that final goal is reached, a celebration should follow 
with that next goal in mind. We always look to improve! 

 

We looked at some FAST data this past week that really shows that student learning is 
a continual process that builds upon itself. We as a staff focused heavily last year on 
improving student reading fluency with interventions that gave our students opportuni-
ties to fine tune their reading skills. This is where we are asking for  teamwork with 
your students. The FAST data has shown a drastic decrease in student fluency scores 
from last spring to this fall. We had a total of 80.4% of our student population decrease 
in their fluency scores. This is better known in the educational world as the “summer 
slide”. Students often decrease the opportunities in the summer to be “active readers” 
and thus lose fluency skills that are built over the school year. This is where 
“teamwork” from our district families come into play and is so very important. Often 15
-20 minutes a day of dedicated reading for a student will keep their fluency skills 
strong and improving. PLEASE consider the times available in your weekends, holi-
days, car riding and evenings that you can carve out those precious minutes for your 
children to read aloud to you, you read to them or a sibling reads with them. It is that 
important! 

 

The last thing I would like to share with you in this letter is the news that the Bennett 
CSD certified enrollment(actual enrollment) for this year(FY 2019) has increased from 
187.10 to 207.30 students. This is an increase of 20.20 students in the PK four year old 
program through 12th grade. That is great news for our district!! 

 

Enjoy the rest of the fall weather that is left and get ready for old man winter! 

 

“Man cannot really improve himself without improving others.” 

-Charles Dickens 

 

Mr. Larson 

Bennett CSD 

Principal/Superintendent 
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SCHOOL NEWS    V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

1st – 3rd LITERACY with Mrs. Havill 

 

Our year is off to a great start! With the new system of departmentalization in place, it 

has been awesome to see the same students I had in first grade again! I am looking for-

ward to being able to see how your children grow in their reading abilities and as caring 

citizens in our communities. 

In first grade, we have completed a review of our Superkids characters along with con-

sonant and short vowel sounds.  We are beginning to learn knew phonics rules that will 

make us become better readers! 

We got to go for a ride on the firetruck during Fire Safety Week!  We are sending out a 

big thank you to the Inland Firefighters for the ride around town and for the awesome 

ball to remind us to have an escape plan in place if we have a fire in our home. 

In second grade, we are getting a look at how our Superkids friends have grown and 

moved into second grade.  They have a new teacher, Ms. Blossom, who has wonderful 

reading lessons and life lessons to teach.  We are still working on a review of our first 

grade phonics rules and will soon be learning new ones along with reading chapter 

books and more informational text. 

In third grade, we are working on mastering a long list of sight words which will make 

us become more accurate and fluent readers.  This will lead us to become more inde-

pendent readers! We have also worked on creative writing projects using dialog and po-

etry. 

The first, second, and third graders are looking forward to going to St. Ambrose Univer-

sity at the end of November to see a performance of “HONK”, a spin-off of The Ugly 

Duckling. The theater group always puts on such an entertaining presentation. 

Next time you hear from us, the Holidays will be over! May you have a safe and bounti-

ful harvest season! We hope you have a wonderful Holiday Season and get to spend lots 

of special time with your families! 

 

Mrs. Havill 
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SCHOOL NEWS             V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

BAND! 

 

 

 

 

There is a huge interest in learning to play instruments for the Bennett Band this year. We started a 
little slow but now we are off to the races and learning something new every band lesson. Just a 
reminder that band is every Wednesday and Friday so students need to bring their band instru-
ments on those days or it will start affecting their grade. I have recommended to bring the instru-

ments to school on Wednesday then leave them there until Friday then return home with them on 
Friday afternoon. If students can practice 2-3 other days besides the two days at school that will 
help them greatly as things are about to become more challenging learning quarter notes and notes 
changing every beat. Parents, your child may not be making the best sounds right now but be pa-
tient and that will all change as they continue to learn better control of their instruments. 

Band books and supplies are held in the main office and you can purchase them as needed. When 
supplies run out I can bring more from West Music so it is more convenient for everyone here at 
Bennett. Supplies can also be purchased at other music stores and online. If they don't already 
have this, students need these supplies for band: 

 Standard of Excellence book 1 

 trombone - slide oil (rapid comfort), soft cloth to clean the slide 

 trumpet and baritone - valve oil and cleaning kit 

 clarinet and saxophone - cork grease or key oil and a swab. The swab is very important to help    
 keep the pads on the keys dry and will last longer. 

 flute cleaning kit (swab) 

This week I will be handing out the song to learn for the Bennett Winter concert in December which 
looks pretty overwhelming at first, but these students can do it. So get ready to hear some holiday 
music in your homes. If you have any questions don't hesitate to ask. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Driscoll 
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  V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

Kindergarten is going great! 
We have been so busy this 
school year.  The students are 
into great routines and are ex-
cited about learning.   

We had a lot of fun at the be-
ginning of the school year do-
ing our ABC Bootcamp.  We 
did a letter a day  accompa-
nied by awesome letter head 
bands and a letter hand sign 

Learning Centers have 
been a favorite to the 
Kindergartners this 
year.  They love learning 
while getting to have 
fun!  Such an essential 
part of Kindergarten 
development.  

Kindergarten 
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The sixth-graders shared 
their Makey-Makey pro-
jects with the Kindergart-
ners and it was so cool.  
They really did a lot of 
hard work for this project 
and it really showed.  They 
are talented. 
 Nurse Kim also came in 
and gave a handwashing 
lesson to our class.  Great 
reminder as we enter the 
cold and flu  
season. 
Ms. Sarah made an appear-
ance on a beautiful day to 
explore the outside of our 
school  
during Science. 

For Fire Safety Week, we took a ride through Bennett on the fire 
truck.  Thank you to the Bennett Fire Department in helping assist our 
learning about fire safety. 

Classroom News Volume 39 Issue 2 
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  V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

We have been very busy in music class here at Bennett Elementary. 

The first part of the year has been full of singing, dancing, and play-

ing instruments! Along with all these fun activities we have been 

learning about music! Kindergarten/first grades have been learning 

about different ways to use their voices and how to identify slow 

and fast songs. Second and third grade took it a step further by be-

ginning to identify pitch with do, re, and mi syllables and doing 

some piano work. The fourth grade is also working on pitches and 

starting to work on rhythms. Also the fourth and fifth grade will be-

gin working with recorders soon so make sure you get those orders 

into Lonna at the front office. They have also been working on note 

identification. The sixth grade has been working on singing songs 

with two different parts happening at once and it is very exciting. 

We have just started working on our Winter Music Program so don’t 

be surprised if your student comes home singing songs about 

Christmas! We will continue to be working on this program through-

out November and December up to our performance. Of course we 

will take some breaks in between to celebrate other holidays. We 

have great things planned for Halloween, Veterans Day, and Thanks-

giving that the kids should enjoy. It has been the start to another 

amazing year of music making here at Bennett.  

Yours Musically,  

Luke Johnston  

Music 
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V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C L A S S R O O M  N E W S  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Library Class Schedule for the 2018-19 School Year: 

 

Monday:   2nd & 6th Grades 

Wednesday:  4th & 5th Grades 

Thursday:  1st & 3rd Grades 

Friday:  Kindergarten 

 

Book Fair!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Our Book Fair will be held during the week of November 26-30th.  

Catalogs will be sent home with your children in the November 20th 

packets.  Please share them with grandparents over the Thanksgiving 

holiday.  Books make great Christmas gifts!   

 

Book Fair Schedule: 

November 26th through November 30th 

7:40-8:00am and also during your child’s library period. 

 

November 29th I will be open after school from 3:30-5:00pm for your 

shopping convenience. 

 

Any questions please call the school and I will be happy to help you! 

 

Mrs. Horstmann 

 

 

 

 
 

———————————————————————————————————————————————
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    V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  N OT ES  F R O M  T H E  N U R S E  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Please call the school as soon as possible when you know your child will not be at 

school. In addition to knowing about your child’s attendance, we need to know what 

symptoms your child is experiencing so that we can monitor the other children for a 

possible shared illness. 

 

When to keep your child home from school: 

Oral temperature of 100 degrees F and above. *Your child needs to have a temp of 

less than 100 degrees for 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing meds be-

fore they can return to school. 

Vomiting or diarrhea  

Severe cold and/or uncontrolled cough 

Unexplained skin eruptions or rashes 

Swelling, redness, discomfort, drainage of the eyes 

Any communicable diseases. If your child is started on an antibiotic, they must be 

on the antibiotic for at least 24 hours before returning to school. 

Thanks, 

Kimberly Shuger, RN 



Page 10 
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Veteran’s Day Program 
November 9, 2018 

  Book Fair November 26-30!!! 
 

 
Thanksgiving Vacation 

November 22-23 
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School News     V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  

A Veterans Day Program will be held at 10:00am, Friday, November 9th in the Bennett 
school gymnasium.  The Public is invited to join the elementary students as they 
honor Bennett Veterans past and present.  The program is presented by the Rixe-
Lausen American Legion and Auxiliary.  The program is held to recognize those Veter-
ans  who served and to honor and remember those who gave their lives in the service 
of their country.  All Veterans are encouraged to attend to honor the memory of those 
who served and died. 
The Bennett Legion Color Guard will post the colors and read the names of those who 

were killed in action from the Bennett community.  Principal Dave Larson will be Mas-

ter of Ceremonies.  Guest Speaker will be Dawn Smith, Cedar County Board of Super-

visors.  The Boy and Girl Staters will be speaking and are sponsored by Rixe-Lausen 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 104 and the Rixe-Lausen Auxiliary Unit 104, and the 

Rixe-Lausen Sons of the American Legion Squadron 104.  We would be pleased to 

have you attend. 

 
Veterans Day Program 
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UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
PROCEEDINGS OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING/ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

October 8, 2018 

      V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 
 

BENNETT COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
PROCEEDINGS OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

OCTOBER 8, 2018 
 
 

The Bennett Board of Education met for its regular 
monthly meeting on Monday, October 8, 2018, in the 
staff work room of the Bennett Community School, 
Bennett, IA. President Danielle Pratt called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 PM.  Directors Danielle Pratt, Lisa Sy-
ring, Jeremiah Costello, Ross Kleppe, and Greg Rey-
nolds answered roll call and a quorum was declared.  
Also present were Principal/Superintendent David Lar-
son and Board Secretary Lonna Moeller. 
 
Director Syring moved, seconded by Director Reynolds 
to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5/0. 
 
The mission statement was read. 
 
Staff/Student Forum:  None    
 
Public Forum:  None   
 
Principal/Superintendent Report:  Mr. Larson re-
ported that he attended an emergency planning meet-
ing; Durant has requested a time to meet with our WGS 
committee to begin discussing the sharing agreement; 
he attended a refresher CPI training; will begin the 
process next month of submitting FY20 ISL to state; 
discussed how parent-teacher conferences will be con-
ducted differently this year; considering a math support 
after school program called “Bomber Hour”. 
 
General Business of the Board:   
8a:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director 
Kleppe to approve the minutes from September 10, 
claims totaling $18,992.20, and September financials.  
Motion carried 5/0.     
8b:  A review was done of board policies 500-501.17.  
Director Costello moved, seconded by Director Syring 
to approve all policies as read.  Motion carried 5/0. 
8c:  A review was done of board policy 407.4.  Director 
Kleppe moved, seconded by Director Syring to approve 
not offering licensed personnel voluntary early retire-
ment for the 2018-2019 school year.  Motion carried 
5/0.   
8d:  Director Syring moved, seconded by Director 
Kleppe to approve the open enrollment of Mya Gin-

gerich from Bennett to Tipton for the 2018-2019 school 
year.  Motion carried 5/0.   
8e:  Director Kleppe moved, seconded by Director Sy-
ring to approve the purchase of 10 iPads and cases.  
Motion carried 5/0. 
8f:  Director Kleppe moved, seconded by Director 
Costello to approve the purchase of up to 50 cubic 
yards of mulch, some of which will be purchased by the 
city.  Motion carried 5/0. 
8g:  Director Costello moved, seconded by Director 
Kleppe to approve the 2018-2019 staff handbook as 
presented.  Motion carried 5/0. 
8h:  Director Reynolds moved, seconded by Director 
Costello to approve hiring a Title 1 math teacher for 2 
days per week for the remainder of the 2018-2019 
school year.  Motion carried 5/0. 
 
Announcements/Discussion: Mr. Larson shared so-
lar production data.  
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Adjournment: Director Costello moved, seconded by 
Director Syring to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  
Motion carried 5/0. 
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Holiday Meal 

Tuesday, November 13 

Parents & Grandparents: 

You are invited  

to join your child for lunch! 

 
Menu:  Turkey with gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green bean casserole, applesauce, peaches, 

roll, 

         dessert and milk 
 

Adults: $3.65     Child: $2.75 
 

Please purchase your meal tickets in the front  

office. 

 
Please RSVP by Friday, November, 9th 

 

____Yes!  I will join my child(ren) for lunch 

         ____11:00 (PreK 4 y/o-3rd grade) 

         ____11:40 (4-6th grade) 

Guest Name(s) 

________________________________________________ 

 

Student Name(s) 

________________________________________________ 
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    V O L U M E  3 9 ,  I S S U E  2  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S  

HACAP Mobile Food Pantry 

 

3-4PM November 13, 2018 

 

Bennett Ambulance Building 

 

Eligibility Guidelines Apply 

TACO NIGHT RETURNS NOVEMBER 7TH 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 5-8 PM 

BENNETT LEGION 
TACOS-NACHOS-TACO POTATO 

TACO SALAD 
BENNETT-RITE MEAL 

 
 

HACAP has provided several boxes of food to the community.  If 
you or a family you know is in need of food, these boxes have 23 
pounds of food each.  They are available at Peace Church in Ben-
nett.  You can either call the church directly (563-893-2565) to ar-
range a time for pick up, or call the school and we will arrange to 
have a box at the school for pick up. There is no income guide-


